8th International Conference on Bioinformatics,
September 7-11, 2009
Matrix Auditorium, Biopolis, Singapore

The Singapore Resolution
We, the undersigned delegates of the 8th International Conference on Bioinformatics, the
flagship conference of the Asia Pacific Bioinformatics Network, gathered at the Matrix Building,
Biopolis, Singapore, on September 7-11, 2009, (see Annex 1 – List of Signatories)
acknowledge the crucial role of Bioinformatics in
1. the challenges posed by the unprecedented scale of biological data including the recent
proliferation of next generation sequencing technology, from storage to analysis;
2. the rapid and sustained growth of biological information, and
3. the impact of recent developments on scientific publication and its processes,
4. the need to preserve, protect and promote the integrity and accessibility of scientific
knowledge especially in the life sciences,
recognize the need for researchers, particularly in the field of bioinformatics and computational
biology,
1. to adopt standards of best practices in order to promote consistency in scientific
processes;
2. to deposit in secure and persistent repositories, data, datasets, databases, software,
resources, services, etc, cited in and by, referred to, and/or published in scientific
literature, in support of scientific claims, in order to facilitate accessibility, promote
validation and verification, and to protect the essence of scientific reproducibility; and
3. to achieve secure, unique, persistent author identification for carrying out author
disambiguation, (particular among names of Asian authors), and for maintaining
accountability, ownership and responsibility of published papers, resources, etc,

and hereby declare that we will work towards, participate in, contribute to and/or provide support
for:
1. the initiative towards a widely acceptable standard of Minimum Information About a
Bioinformatics Investigation (MIABi);
2. the establishment of persistent, distributed, synchronized, and/or shared repositories of
scientific data, including databases, software, resources, metadata, etc; and
3. a distributed registry system of unique author identifiers
through the auspices of international initiatives such as the virtual Asian Bioinformation Center
initiative and its aspirations for a physical Asian Bioinformation Institute, and/or through
organizations such as Asia Pacific Bioinformatics Network (APBioNet), Asia Pacific
International Molecular Biology Network (A-IMBN), and electronic International Molecular
Biology Laboratory (e-IMBL), among others.
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Professor Shoba Ranganathan, President, APBioNet
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