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Dear Professor Paganoni,

Letter of Support to EUAsiaGrid
European FP7 Project: FP7-INFRASTRUCTURES 2007-2

As the elected President of the Asia Pacific Bioinformatics Network (APBioNet) I bring warm wishes and con-
gratulations in this letter to you as the leader of the EUAsiaGrid Project team whose composition of technical
experts from more than a dozen countries in Asia and Europe have made notable strides in e-Science and the
computing infrastructure for research and scientific endeavour. We in the APBioNet thank you for provisioning
for such an indispensable computational resource which our members are only beginning to realise.

From the involvement of our Secretariat, Prof Tan Tin Wee, we are pleased to note that EUAsiaGrid resources
have recently been successfully used by our members in Singapore, Malaysia and Indonesia to carry out high
throughput bioinformatics workflows. Computational infrastructure has been a traditional limitation for research
in the life sciences in our region, and the impact of EUAsiaGrid in providing this extensive and powerful com-
puting facilities remains to be fully felt.

As Chief Editor, I notice that one of the successful papers in our forthcoming InCoB2010 conference in Tokyo
arose from the findings achieved through the use of EUAsiaGrid. Looking at the 100 papers we have received, I
can authoritatively say that if half of our authors have access to the EUAsiaGrid, the quality of many of the
works described in the papers accepted for publication would have been greatly boosted.

As a regional network of bioinformatics researchers from academia and industry founded in 1998, the APBioN-
et has an annual international conference called InCoB which brings together scientists working in bioinformat-
ics and computational biology, spanning a wide range of underpinning disciplines including computer science,
biology, biotechnology, genomics, proteomics, transcriptomics, mathematics and statistics. A number of distin-
guished international and local speakers have accepted to present plenary lectures at the Conference. For the
latest updates about the Conference, please visit the Conference website at: http://incob10.hgc.jp/ to have an
idea of its rich history of nearly a decade in the region, and of the tremendous support in scientific publication
we enjoy from our professional colleagues in so many journal supplements which we publish.

In this regard, I am pleased to inform you that we are highly appreciative that the APBioNet Secretariat will be
organising an introductory workshop at the forthcoming InCoB10 in September on how Grid Computing and e-
Science can facilitate bioinformatics research. I also note that the forthcoming proposal to host InCoB2011 in
Malaysia, will contain a proposal for a computational biology training workshop that will include grid computing.
I sincerely hope that when our 2011 conference is up and running that the EUAsiaGrid will continue to thrive



and grow, and provide the persistent computational infrastructure that we so badly need to learn how to use.

More importantly we cannot overstate the critical nature of the EUAsiaGrid for us computational biologists and
bioinformaticians in Asia. As the data deluge particularly from 3rd generation sequencing technology hits us, all
scientists who are not adept with computing techniques of the high performance kind, will be left behind. It is
imperative for our community to embrace grid technology such as that which you and your team have built. We
invite you to consider coming to InCoB 2010 if not in 2011 to take a look at the insatiable demand in our region
for grid computing, if only the technological and cross-disciplinary barriers can be bridged. We in APBioNet
would value working with you to make this a reality. Thank you.

Yours sincerely,

Professor Shoba Ranganathan
President
Asia Pacific Bioinformatics Network
Chair-Professor, Department of Chemistry and Biomolecular Sciences, Macquarie University, Sydney, Australia

APBioNet Secretariat, c/o 10 Kent Ridge Drive. Singapore 119242. Tel: +65-96640347;
Fax:+65-67777936


