
Dr Marco Paganoni
Program Director
EUAsiaGrid
CERN, Geneva
Email: Marco.Paganoni@cern.ch
Tel : +39-34 79 74 5063

29 July 2010

Dear Dr Paganoni,

The Importance of EUAsiaGrid to the Education
of Computational Molecular Biology in Asia

As a longstanding member of the FAOBMB and the International Union of Biochemistry and Molecular Biolo-
gists (IUBMB), I have supported the introduction of computing and, in particular, bioinformatics and computa-
tional biology in the education of biochemists and molecular biologists over the past ten years.

As new next generation technologies for sequencing genomes have rapidly emerged in the past ten years,
among other reasons, the challenges for biologists to become highly educated in the computational sciences
and proficient in skills of computing have increased significantly.

Moreover, the technological pull of advanced networks and grid computing in the past five years, and the grow-
ing importance of e-Science globally, has made it an imperative for us to embrace these new frontiers. High
throughput research and high performance computing are today, part and parcel of the researcher's arsenal of
tools in her quest to conquer new peaks of excellence in biology.

Your consortium of key institutes and universities, the EUAsiaGrid, has played a major role in building the com-
putational infrastructure that we in Asia need in order to achieve these goals. While the more advanced in our
midst have already adopted the new technology and learnt how to carry out grid computing in their labs, many
of the latecomers do not have the luxury to rebuild a grid in their institutions or in their country.

We sincerely hope that EUAsiaGrid will continue to underpin the transformation that is much needed in Asian
biology and biochemistry. Already this transformation has begun in earnest in developed countries in the West.
We warmly welcome the efforts of EUAsiaGrid to disseminate the technology to us.

In particular, I hope that for the FAOBMB Conference that is scheduled in Singapore next year 2011, you will
lend your fullest support to the conference organisers who have already set up a team to run a training work-
shop of the biocomputational grid during the conference, and to provision resources for supporting their hands-



on practice of using advanced grid computing tools to solve their biological problems computationally.

May EUAsiaGrid continue its marvellous work in more of our Asian nations!

Thanking you in advance for your assistance.

Yours sincerely

Professor KHOO Hoon Eng
Chairperson
Education Committee
Federation of Asian and Oceanian Biochemists and Molecular Biologists
Web: http://www.asbmb.org.au/faobmb/
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